CITY OF SAN DIEGO
M E M O R A N D U M

Date: 
March 12, 2004 

To:  
San Dieguito River Watershed Stewardship Initiative 

Group – WPGG or WSIG (Group) 
Subject:
Issues of Concern in the San Dieguito River Watershed 

_____________________________________________________________________________

At its first meeting in January 2004, the Watershed Planning Guidance Group identified issues of concern in the San Dieguito River Watershed. At its meeting in February 2004, the WPPG asked staff to combine the issues of concern into fewer categories, and summarize the issues of concern in outline form.

The WPGG suggested how some of the issues of concern could be combined using the list of issues of concern (Attachment No. 2 of the Agenda of the February 2004 meeting). The following is a simplified list of issues of concern.
1) Water quality and quantity, both  surface water and groundwater

2) Land use planning; including  residential and commercial development, agriculture, impervious surfaces,  open space, and recreation
3) Habitat, fish and wildlife, and vegetation management 
4) Public participation in the Watershed Management Plan and implementation of the Plan
The WPGG further asked that the above issues of concerns be further detailed. The following is a more fully developed outline of each of the issues of concern listed above. Background information is provided in outline form to identify existing documents, regulations, and regulatory/governmental authorities which affect the issues of concern. After some of the issues of concern, actions are listed to address the issues of concern. 
1) Water quality and quantity, both surface water and groundwater

a. Water Quality
i. Water quality is regulated by the Federal Clean Water Act,  the Federal Safe Drinking Water Act, the State Porter-Cologne Act (aka State Clean Water Act), and the State Safe Drinking Water Act

ii. The above laws and regulations are administered by the USEPA, the state Water Resources Control Board, the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the State Department of Health Services
iii. The RWQCB’s Basin Plan identifies nine beneficial uses of surface water and four beneficial uses of groundwater in the San Dieguito River Watershed, plus eight beneficial uses of San Dieguito Lagoon 
iv. Point source discharges
v. Non–point source discharges
vi. Water quality stressors
vii. The RWQCB lists seven impaired water bodies in the San Dieguito River Watershed, see [http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb9/programs/303dlist/Listed%20Waterbodies-2002.pdf]

viii. Water quality monitoring
Action Plan – Create a monitoring plan which incorporates all the monitoring being conducted in the watershed to get a more accurate reading of the general health of the watershed.
b. Water Quantity
c. There are five distinct hydrological basins in the watershed

d. There are five surface water reservoirs in the San Dieguito River Watershed (San Dieguito, Hodges, Ramona, Poway, and Sutherland) with a combined capacity of ?? acre feet

e. There are five major groundwater basins in the San Dieguito River Watershed (Solana Beach, Hodges, San Pasqual, Santa Maria, and Santa Ysabel) with a combined capacity of ?? acre feet.
f. There are seven municipal water districts and ?? small community water systems in the watershed which provide potable water to residents and businesses

g. Surface Water and Hydrology – The San Dieguito River begins at the crest of Vulcan Mountain and flows to the Pacific Ocean
h. The larger tributaries of the San Dieguito River are
i. San Ysabel Creek

ii. Santa Maria Creek

iii. Temescal Creek
iv. Guejito Creek

v. Hatfield Creek]

vi. Lusardi Creek

vii. ???

i. Restoration of  in-streams flows
j. Flooding
k. On average the watershed receives about ten inches of rain per year at the coast and nearly 40 inches of rain per year in the mountains
2) Land use planning; including residential and commercial development, agriculture, impervious surfaces, open space, and recreation

a. Land use
i. existing (2000)
ii. planned (2020)
b. Population 
i. existing (2000)
ii. future population (2020)
c. Water use
i. existing (2000)
ii. forecast water use (2020)
d. Land Use / Water Quality Impacts / Habitat / Agriculture/  Impervious Surface Open Space and Trails
Action Plan – devise a plan to address and mitigate the impacts of existing land uses and new development on water quality 
3) Habitat, fish and wildlife, and vegetation management

a. Description of  important habitats
b. Identification of existing habitat plans
c. Identification of wetlands, upland and riparian corridors and sensitive habitats to be maintained, restored and enhanced 
d. Identification and location of invasive species
e. Identification of listed and sensitive species 
f. Identification of existing multiple species management plans
Action Plan - identify and prioritize the projects in the watershed to restore and enhance habitat, fish and wildlife, and native vegetation
4) Public participation in the Watershed Management Plan and implementation of the Plan. 

a. The Watershed Management Plan does not have a CEQA process associated with it
b. The projects identified in the Watershed Management Plan which are implemented will require CEQA documentation
c. Each  governmental jurisdiction in the watershed will have to decide its own implementation strategy 
d. The public will be involved in the process to affirm the work of the WPGG (or WSIG) add or subtract to the work of the WPGG
Action Plan - A public participation program will be devised by the WPGG to ensure the participation of the public in the development and implementation of the watershed plan for the San Dieguito River.  

