Issues Identified on the Upper San Dieguito Watershed Tour

Date: September 23rd, 2004
Issue:  Fencing is needed for Cattle near Sutherland Dam.  Cattle grazing is causing cryptosporidium concerns, habitat impacts, and other water quality concerns.
Issue:  Habitat fragmentation has caused Golden Eagles pairs in the Ramona area to be reduced from 50 to 8 pairs Golden Eagles.
Issue:  Although sedimentation at Sutherland Dam has not historically been a problem, protective measures against sedimentation should be pursued.
Issue:  Agricultural uses by ranches in the upper watershed need to be preserved.

Issue: There are limitations on the amount of water available in the upper watershed.  Droughts in the region have a large impact on local residents.
Issue: Drought in the region has made trees more susceptible to beetle infestations. Many areas in the upper watershed contain dead or dying trees, which presents an increase risk for fires.  
Issue:  Management of post-fire sediments and erosion needs to be considered to protect local water bodies.

Issues Identified on the Middle San Dieguito Watershed Tour

Date: October 28th, 2004
Issue:  Groundwater quality in the San Pasqual Basin is degrading over time (salt levels are increasing), treatment is expensive.  High TDS levels in water are not conducive for many agricultural and irrigation uses.
Issue:  Vegetation that has grown in the Lake Hodges lakebed has become good quality wildlife habitat, but in the future it will cause water quality concerns when the lakebed is re-flooded.

Issue:  The San Dieguito watershed contains numerous examples of prehistoric Native American archeological sites.  These cultural resources must continue to be protected.
Issue:  Habitat connectivity and trail connectivity for human use needs to be improved and/or maintained. 

Issue:  Water Quality in local creeks has been degraded from urban runoff and post-fire runoff.

Issue:  Small, local dairies face increasing hardships from regulatory pressures.  Many of them have closed or relocated to areas in California.  
Issue:  The City of SD owns the majority of the land in the SP Valley, and leases it to agricultural users.  Many of the leases are expiring, and lessees are having trouble renewing their leases.  The leasing process must be improved to maintain current tenants and the agricultural character of region.

Issue:  Extensive regulatory requirements (from multiple agencies) make it difficult for many valley residents to continue to conduct their businesses.  
